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Another story from Eleanor Roosevelt. She

once talked about receiving a letter from an
African American boy who had taken a drink
out of what was then considered the wrong
water fountain, and he was beaten up for it.
He sent her the cup he had used to get the
water and explained what happened. She not
only kept that cup, she carried it around
with her as a reminder of all the work yet to
be done. I wish we each had some little talis-
man that we could carry around with us,
that would remind us everyday of the work
still to be done. I hope we remember the chil-
dren who are victims and weapons of war
when Congress revisits our United Nations
dues. It should be unacceptable to all Ameri-
cans of any political persuasion that the
richest and most powerful country in the
world is the number one debtor to the United
Nations. (applause)

I hope we remember the children toiling in
glass and shoe factories as we work to fulfill
the promises and one day ratify the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the
Child. I hope we continue to do all that we
can to help promote democracy around the
world to make sure that all parents have a
voice that will be heard from the ballot box,
and even the soap box, so they can speak out
on behalf of the needs of their children. We
know that we have to do more than pass, and
even implement new laws. We have to teach
people that they do have rights, and how to
exercise them.

I was particularly pleased by an American-
funded project I saw recently in Senegal.
Where out in the villages they’re learning
about democracy, they’re acting out skits.
Someone stands up and expresses an opinion
and then another stands up and they discuss
it and take a vote on it. The rudiments of de-
mocracy. And in this skit are both men and
women participating. As a result of that de-
mocracy skit one small village, after talking
about issues that effected them—health, the
education of their children—to put an end to
female circumcision. That was a very brave
decision. They convinced people in the vil-
lage that it should be done, and they put it
to a vote and they voted for it. And than,
two men in their village went from their vil-
lage to other villages and started talking to
the people in the other villages and explain-
ing that they had read the Koran and there
was nothing in it that talked about this. It
was not good for their daughters, it some-
times led to them hemorrhaging and bleed-
ing to death, and sometimes caused grave
complications in childbirth. Slowly, village
after village began to recognize that it was a
fundamental right of a young girl to grow up
whole, to have her health protected. And
then, the next thing I knew I got a letter
saying these villages had banded together
and presented a petition to the President and
that a law would be passed. Now that law
will not end this cultural custom, but it will
begin to change attitudes about it. More and
more girls and women will say, ‘‘No, this is
not necessary.’’

There are certain rights to health that we
need to protect. First, think of what we
could accomplish if we valued and respected
every child, with particular emphasis on girl
children, because they are still the most at
risk in so many societies around the globe. If
we are to put children’s rights on the same
level as adult’s rights, then we have to think
about what it is that we want for our own
children. Those of us in this beautiful Gaston
Hall, who try to keep our children healthy,
who try to give them good educations that
lead to a fine university education like this
one here at Georgetown. We try to protect
them from abuse and neglect and abandon-
ment and desertion. We try not to put them
to work in full time jobs before they are
ready. So we have to think about what we

want for ourselves, and in many countries
where some of the worst violations of chil-
dren’s rights occur, those who are in power
protect their own children and then look at
others children as being beyond the circle of
human dignity.

So we have to complete that circle, and
that falls to every generation. It fell to our
parents who fought off depression and op-
pression. It fell to the generation that fought
for civil rights and for human rights. And it
falls to each of us, particularly the students
who are here today. I like very much the ar-
ticle that Tracy Roosevelt recently wrote.
She talked about the legacy that her great
grandmother left all of us and that any
young person could follow by standing up for
the rights of others by standing against
stereotyping of any person or group of peo-
ple.

Now we might not have Eleanor Roo-
sevelt’s stature—either in height or in life—
but each of us can contribute to a child’s fu-
ture. We can make sure that we are part of
a society that values health care for every-
one, a good education for everyone, the
strength of families to give them the tools
they need to raise their own children with
future possibilities, to make sure we do ev-
erything we can to live free from abuse and
violence and war, and to make it possible for
every person and every child to speak freely
and live up to their own God-given potential.

As we look forward to the next fifty years,
we will face many challenges and opportuni-
ties. It was almost 50 years ago that Eleanor
Roosevelt spoke about this. She spoke about
democracy and human rights to a group of
students, both high school and college stu-
dents, in New York. As we listen to her those
words still ring true today. She said, ‘‘Imag-
ine it’s you people gathered here in this
room who are going to do a great deal of the
thinking and the actual doing because a good
many of us are not going to see the end of
this period. You are going to live in a dan-
gerous world for quite a while I guess, but
it’s going to be an interesting and adventur-
ous one. I wish you courage to face your-
selves and when you know what you really
want to fight for, not in a war, but to fight
for in order to gain a peace, then I wish for
you imagination and understanding. God
bless you. May you win.’’

Those words are just as true for this gen-
eration of students as they were fifty years
ago for the ones that Eleanor Roosevelt
spoke to. I go back to that first story, de-
spite how sick she was, she showed up and
took that bouquet of flowers from that
young girl. ‘‘You see’’ she said, ‘‘I had to
come, she was expecting me.’’ Think about
all of the children who are expecting us.
Think about, as we go forward into Advent
and celebrate this Christmas season, about a
particular child who no one was expecting
but grew up to give us a chance to think
anew, to live again in way that connect us
more deeply and profoundly to one another.
Eleanor Roosevelt can serve as an inspira-
tion, and a reminder that although as Presi-
dent Kennedy said, ‘‘God’s work on this
Earth is our own,’’ we know that we can
never complete it. But we know that we can
live richer lives if we try. To the children of
America and the world, you see, we have to
come, because they are expecting us to make
good on the promises that were made to
them fifty years ago. Thank you all very
much. (applause)
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Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a Mobile legend, the late Joseph
A. McAleer, Sr., who recently passed away
following a lifetime of good deeds and note-
worthy successes. With your permission, I
would like to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD an editorial tribute which appeared in
the Mobile Register. It is entitled ‘‘One man’s
sweetest legacy’’:

Sweet-toothed Americans from Mobile to
Manhattan can thank the late Joseph A.
McAleer, Sr. for not giving up on his dreams.

Instead, his legacy—the Krispy Kreme
doughnut—is now a Southern tradition that
ranks with other cultural icons such as iced
tea and men’s seersucker suits.

Mobile can proudly claim Krispy Kreme
doughnuts as a hometown original, thanks
to Mr. McAleer, who died Sunday at the age
of 74 after battling lung cancer. His family
members were by his side. He was buried
Tuesday. It was appropriate to pay homage
to him and reflect on the sweet legacy he
leaves.

In 1953, Mr. McAleer opened his first
Krispy Kreme doughnut franchise in
Prichard, after working for Krispy Kreme’s
founder, Vernon Rudolph, in Pensacola. The
first store failed and three and a half years
later Mr. McAleer was broke. But in 1956, he
changed locations, opening a store on what
is now Dauphin Island Parkway. In what was
a sign of things to come, business was so
good from day one that lines snaked out of
the store. A tradition was born. Today, those
same kinds of lines are found at stores all
over—particularly when Krispy Kremes are
hot off the conveyer belt that moves them
along as they are frosted and prepared for
customers. Nowhere are Krispy Kremes more
prominent than in the chic Chelsea area of
Manhattan, the home of some of America’s
most rich and famous doughnut lovers. New
York Yankees owner Georges Steinbrenner is
a customer. So is actress Lauren Bacall and
the flamboyant talk-show host known as
RuPaul.

Mr. McAleer led a group of franchise own-
ers to buy Krispy Kreme from Beatrice Food
Co. in 1982, and in the late 1980s the business
began an aggressive expansion and remodel-
ing program that transformed it from a re-
gional icon to an emerging national chain.
His sons now operate the company from cor-
porate headquarters in Winston Salem,
North Carolina, although Krispy Kreme re-
mains an intractable part of Mobile’s cul-
ture.

Indeed it’s said that when mourners visited
the funeral home this week to pay their re-
spects, they were served—what else?—Krispy
Kreme doughnuts. Stories like this will only
enhance Mr. McAleer’s sweet legacy for
years to come.

f
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Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I come to the
well today with the sad news of the passing of
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Raymond ‘‘Kent’’ Richardson, Sr. of Streator,
Illinois on December 8, 1998. Born 81 years
ago in Tonica, Illinois, Mr. Richardson was a
life long resident of the 11th Congressional
district and was active in many community ac-
tivities.

Mr. Richardson graduated from Tonica High
School in 1934. He worked as a truck driver
for Melvin Trucking in Streator, Illinois and
was elected as the President for the Team-
sters Local #722, where he served in the inter-
est of local workers for 15 years until his re-
tirement.

Mr. Speaker, perhaps more importantly, Mr.
Richardson served his country with honor in
the Pacific Theatre during World War II as a
Sergeant with the United States Marine Corps
11th Amphibious Tractor Battalion. Because of
his service to his country, Mr. Richardson was
a life member of the VFW Post #1492 in
Streator. Additionally Mr. Richardson was a
member of American Legion Post #217 in
Streator, a life member of the Marine Corps
League and a 50 year member of the Masonic
Lodge #364 in Tonica.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the entire House
I offer my heart felt condolences to Kent’s wife
Marjorie and the entire Richardson family and
I wish them the best this holiday season.
f

EXPRESSING UNEQUIVOCAL SUP-
PORT FOR MEN AND WOMEN OF
OUR ARMED FORCES CUR-
RENTLY CARRYING OUT MIS-
SIONS IN AND AROUND PERSIAN
GULF REGION
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HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.
OF MICHIGAN
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Thursday, December 17, 1998

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, last night the
president ordered an American missile attack
on Iraq. Going to war is one of the most seri-
ous decisions that Congress can make, and
that is why I chose to not take this vote lightly.
As a veteran and a Member of Congress, I will
honor our troops by working to keep them out
of harm’s way and the world at peace.

I am convinced that the effect of H. Res.
612 will be for Congress to abandon its proper
role on deciding when to go to war, one of the
greatest issues of Constitutional importance.
This act of war being undertaken raises many
questions in my mind. How long does the
bombing need to go on before the executive
will obtain congressional authority? At what
point will we deem the bombing a success?
What are our goals in the bombing? If the
stated goal of the bombing is to destroy weap-
ons of mass destruction, then that is what this
resolution should have declared.

The United Nations must remain a central
component of our policy toward Iraq. I believe
it is extremely dangerous to carry out this
bombing without the full support of our allies.
Failing to do so not only undermines our trust
internationally, it also denies our troops the
additional military support they deserve. In ad-
dition, I do not believe that it is up to the
United States to unilaterally determine what
constitutes a violation of United Nations Secu-
rity Council Resolutions. That role properly re-
sides with the UN Security Council. China,
Russia and France are already outraged with

the American decision to interpret the resolu-
tion unilaterally.

I am also concerned because this bombing
campaign will in effect, if not intent, abandon
UNSCOM, the special commission created
after the Gulf War to carry out weapons in-
spections. This clearly begs the question:
What will our new disarmament policy be?
And how will we conduct inspections, since,
as the Pentagon has pointed out, much of the
inspection equipment will be destroyed?
UNSCOM is an imperfect tool, but it is a nec-
essary tool.

This resolution affirms that it should be the
policy of the United States to overthrow Sad-
dam Hussein. Members of Congress need to
know if this means that our troops will remain
engaged in combat until that happens.

If overthrowing the government is a ref-
erence to a massive covert operation, I would
point out that the record of such undertaking
in Iraq is not comforting. The New York Times
has called the proposed operation an ‘‘expen-
sive fantasy,’’ and I think there are a lot of se-
rious problems to consider. For one, we’re not
sure if the opposition in Southern Iraq actually
controls any territory or how united they are.
I also doubt that we will be able to get our al-
lies in the region to endorse the overt over-
throw of the Government of Iraq, however un-
popular that government may be among our
friends and the Iraqi people. Kuwait has in-
sisted that any covert action should be part of
a larger policy, including one that better ad-
dresses the humanitarian crisis in Iraq. Other-
wise it is unsustainable.

Most critically, when we get down to life or
death decisions during a covert action, how far
will U.S. support be willing to go? I can imag-
ine some horrible scenarios if the U.S. is
asked to help the Iraqi resistance if their rebel-
lion appears to be failing. Haven’t we been
down this road before?

We need to keep the United Nations at cen-
ter stage, and reinvent a vigorous weapons in-
spection regime that facilitates disarmament in
the Middle East. We need to build political
support in Iraq and in the region by revisiting
the economic sanctions that have caused a
great humanitarian disaster. Most importantly,
all of these efforts must be the product of a
clear and strong international consensus.
f

COMMUNITY SERVICE LEADER
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Friday, December 18, 1998

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to pay a tribute to an outstanding citizen;
a leader who places others before herself and
a fine lady who has dedicated her life to com-
munity service and to improving the lives of
others, Ms. Cynthia Eckhart.

For the past eight years, Cynthia has ex-
pressed and demonstrated genuine concern
for various social issues affecting South Flor-
ida and has committed herself to improving
the quality of life for many South Floridians.
Although her presence is not always highly
visible, her efforts for the Miami community
are strongly felt. Cynthia has devoted herself
to raising funds for charities such as improving
the health care for our community, where she

has assisted in the allocation of funds for leu-
kemia and various cancer research. She has
had the grand opportunity to serve as the
Chair of a school’s auction, where she was
able to raise $87,000 to provide quality, pri-
vate school tuition for many of South Florida’s
underprivileged and less fortunate children.

On November 6th, 1998, I was privileged to
speak at the 45th annual gala for Beaux Arts
of the Lowe Art Museum at The University of
Miami. There I witnessed first-hand Cynthia’s
dedication and contributions to our community.
The wonderfully conducted gala that Cynthia
organized raised generous funds to provide
permanent acquisitions for the Lowe Art Mu-
seum. As Chairman of this gala, Cynthia
raised an additional charitable amount to be
used to fund visits to the museum and edu-
cational art programs for children of low-in-
come families. It is Cynthia’s unselfish and
loving nature that has enabled many under-
privileged youth to be introduced and encour-
aged in pursuing culture in the world of the
arts.

Cynthia’s involvement in our community is
exemplary of a committed and concerned indi-
vidual who seeks to extend a helping hand to
those in need. In giving much of her time, her
energy and herself, Cynthia continues to be a
true leader, an inspiration to many, and an ex-
ample to all. South Florida is grateful and
proud of her many accomplishments and serv-
ice to our community. We wish her the very
best for continued success!
f
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Mr. CALLAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

pay tribute to one of Alabama’s most out-
standing business leaders, the late J. Reese
Phifer, who recently passed away in his home-
town of Tuscaloosa. With your permission, I
would like to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD an article that appeared in the New
York Times which noted Mr. Phifer’s many
contributions, not only to the business world,
but in service to the greater community as a
whole. Mr. Phifer was a noted civic leader and
philanthropist, and his death leaves a void, not
only to his family, but to his beloved state and
nation. The article is entitled: ‘‘J. Reese Phifer,
82, Founder of Aluminum Screen Empire’’:

J. Reese Phifer, who turned a tiny aluminum
screen factory into a business that dominates
its worldwide market, died on Sunday at DCH
Regional Medical Center in Tuscaloosa. He
was 82.

Phifer Wire Products Inc., which was stated
in 1952 in an old warehouse by Mr. Phifer, a
lawyer with no previous manufacturing experi-
ence, now employs more than 1,000 people to
produce more than half the world’s aluminum
insect screening and more than 60 percent of
the world’s fiberglass insect screening.

The company that Mr. Phifer founded also
produces Sunscreen, which block out solar
rays and reduce heat, and Phifertex, a vinyl
coating used on outdoor furniture.

Born on February 19, 1916, Mr. Phifer was
the son of William and Olga Gough Phifer. His
father operated a grocery store, and Mr. Phifer
and his brother grew up delivering groceries
and stocking shelves.
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